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what Dunia had said, he again queried :  " The Koshevois ?
Mitry ? "
Anikushka's wife, who had run to the Melekhovs with
the news, began to stammer out her story :
" I was looking for our calf, old man, and I happened to
go past the Koshevois' hut, and Mitry and two soldiers with"
him rode up to the yard and went in the hut. I was thinking:
the calf won't go farther than the windmill.  It was time the
calf. . . ."
" What the devil do I want to hear about your calf for ? "
Pantaleimon broke in angrily.
"... and they went into the hut/1 the woman went on,
sobbing, " and I stood and waited. And I heard them start
shouting inside, and I could hear the sound of blows. I was
terrified to death; I wanted to run, but I'd only just
stepped away from the fence when I heard footsteps behind
me. I looked back, and there was your Mitry had thrown
a rope round the old woman's neck and was dragging her
along the ground, just as though she was a dog, God forgive
me ! He dragged her to the shed, and she, poor thing, didn't
make a sound : she must have been unconscious already.
The Kalmyk that was with him sprang up to a crossbeam.
... As I watched, Mitry threw the end of the rope up to
him and shouted : ' Pull it up and tie it with a knot/ O,
what I suffered then ! In my very sight they strangled the
poor old woman, and then they jumped on their horses and
rode down the street, to the administration, I expect. I was
afraid to go into the hut. . . . But I saw blood flowing
from the porch, under the door, on to the steps. God grant,
I never see such horrors again! "
" Fine guests God's sent us ! " Ilinichna said, looking
challengingly at her husband.
Paatateimon listened in a state of terrible agitation to the
story and, when Anikushka's wife had finished, went out
iatd the porch without saying a word.
Mitka and his assistants appeared at the gate soon after-
ward. Pantaleimou nimbly limped towards them.
" Stop !" he shouted when still some distance away.
" Don't bring your horses into this yard ! "
" What's the matter, father-in-law ? " Mitka asked in
astonishment.
" Turn back 1 "   Pantaleimon went right up to him an4*^